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North of England to reside in an old castle. He had been a
captain in the navy; he believed in the existence of en-
chanted islands; and according to the author, he walks about
in the evening with a night-glass in his hand in order to keep
"a good lookout for mermaids/' The Solitary Castle is really
a story of unexpected meetings, attempted seduction, and
happiness to all in the end, but the desire to ridicule the
supernatural and the Gothic is also present. Although there
is no definite satire in them, the works of Prudentia Home-
spun, Mrs. Jane West, may be mentioned in this connec-
tion. She wrote The Advantages of Education> or the-
History of Maria Williams^ A Tale for Misses and their
Mammas, in 1793; an<^ her intention is to convince young
ladies that "it is but seldom that they will be called forth to
perform high acts of heroic excellence/'1 The author wrote
another novel entitled A Gossip's Story> and a Legendary Tak
on the same lines In 1797.
The first open and direct satire in an English novel2 is
probably in William Beckford's Modern Novel Writing^ or
the Elegant Enthusiast, published in 1796. The sentimental
loves of Arabella Bloomville and Henry Lambent are nomin-
ally the theme, though in the course of the story, all the
paraphernalia of contemporary fiction is exquisitely ridi-
culed. The terror novel does not fail to get its share in a
chapter called "A scene of Horror, a Ghost and a Supper."'
It is a chapter only twelve pages in length, and describes the-
adventures of Henry Lambent on his midnight journey. In
this short space, however, 'the hero encounters all the won-
ders of a four-volume novel of terror. Immense forests,
strange murmurs and groans, female lamentation, "stupen-
dous rocks that seemed to prop the skies," the howling wolf,
a bloody spectre, and a mouldering abbey are all here. In this-
abbey after passing through still stranger wonders and
meeting with an appearance "so exquisitely horrible" that-
all resolution failed him, the hero finally discovers that the:
lThe Advantages of Education, etc., 2 Vols., 1793,1, p. i.
*The Wonderful Travels of Prince Fan-Feredin in the Country of Arcadia. Trans--
latedfrom the French, appeared in 1794. No copy of the book isavaikble. But The'
Critical says that the book arouses "a pleasant and harmless laugh" at the expense?
of old romances. (The Critical, 2nd S., XI, 356.)